
� AUTHOR: LET’S WORK TOGETHER

13Jewish Telegraph
Friday December 6, 2013 |NEWS

Hostility to
Jews and
Muslims 
‘is linked’

BY JASON STEIN

JEWS and Muslims
share similar expe-
riences of hostility,
according to an
expert in the field.

In a new book,
Racialization and Reli-
gion (Routledge), Dr
Nasar Meer argues
that both religions
were singled out by
wider society as “folk
devils”.

He also urged com-
munity leaders on
both sides to work
together to solve race
problems.

The book, edited by
Dr Meer, is a collection
of essays on Islamo-
phobia and anti-
semitism.

“We have plenty of
evidence to show that
hostility to Jews and
Muslims rise and fall
together,” he said.

“Yet, until now, we
hadn’t had much acad-
emic research on how
and why they are con-
nected.

“It comes at a time
when there is a press-
ing need for policy
interventions along-
side an informed pub-
lic conversation.”

Dr Meer, co-director
of Northumbria’s Cen-
tre for Civil Society
and Citizenship,
remarked that there
was a commonality in
terms of experiences.

“A few years ago we

started to notice sur-
vey data and it told us
that attitudes towards
both were rising and
falling together,” he
insisted.

“A pattern emerged
and this book explains
that.”

However, the 34-year-
old admitted some sort
of line needed to be
drawn in terms of
mutual experiences.

“The last thing I
want to do is say all
the experiences are the
same because that
would be ridiculous,”
he said.

“There are limita-
tions, but it is an
under-emphasised
school of thought and
many of the reasons
why we don’t have an
answer is political.”

Additionally, Dr
Meer stressed the
importance of inter-
faith co-operation and
said both communities
can learn from the oth-
er.

“We need characters
on both sides to
encourage Jews and
Muslims to work
together at a national
level,” he stressed.

“Local and national
levels are where we
should focus — not
necessarily interna-
tionally.”

Dr Meer said that
conversations between
both sides “tended to
suffer” when the issue
of international diplo-
macy was raised.

He continued: “The
brakes seem to be put
on when international
issues are at play.

“There is some good
collaboration going on
and that must contin-
ue and we must see
there is more to be
done.

“Some issues we face
are passing naturally
because they are gen-
erational. 

“Many Jews and
Muslims are British-
born and have a lot
more in common with
one another than in
the past.”

Dr Meer also praised
the Community Secu-
rity Trust and said it
had been a “great
learning tool” for Mus-
lim communities.

ESSAYS: Dr Nasar Meer

GREATER Manchester’s Zionist
Central Council is supporting a
petition to rescind a Council of
Europe resolution advocating the
banning of male ritual circumci-
sion.

Last month the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe
passed a resolution labelling male
ritual circumcision a “violation of

the physical integrity of children”.
ZCC president Raymond Solomon

said: “While the resolution does not
change European law, Jews and
Muslims find the resolution deeply
offensive.

“It is an affront to religious liber-
ty.”

� Sign the petition at tinyurl.com/l75rytq

ZCC supports Euro petition

THE treasurer of
Kehillat Kernow, the
Jewish com munity of
Cornwall, has appealed
for funds for its decay-
ing, historic cemetery.

Some of the graves at
the Penzance Jewish
cemetery date back
more than 250 years and
Leslie Lipert insisted
that many northern
Jews will have ancestors
buried there.

“As with any site of
this age, repairs are cur-
rently necessary,” said
the 82-year-old.

“Having said that, it
is probably the best
kept cemetery outside
of London. The stones
are in good order, but
the problem is the walls.

“They are deteriorat-
ing so we are trying to
raise awareness of the
situation and drum up
money for the repairs.” 

Penzance cemetery is
believed to be one of the
most opulent Georgian
Jewish burial plots in
the country.

And with only a small
community of Jews to
tap into — 450 — fund-
ing has been hard.

He said: “A lot of peo-
ple will have left the
area when the mining
industry wrapped up.”

Mr Lipert explained

that the cemetery was a
reminder of a time when
the town possessed a
vibrant Jewish commu-
nity.

“There are some fasci-
nating histories and sto-
ries buried in these
plots,” he continued.

Historical records
indicate that Jewish
families settled in Pen-

zance from the early
1700s, with many emi-
grating from Germany
and Holland.

The importance of the
cemetery has been
marked by the Jewish
Historical Society as
well as the Royal Com-
mission on Historic
Monuments.

The land is currently

looked after by Keith
Pearce who, despite not
being Jewish, wrote the
book The Lost Jews of
Cornwall.

He is working on a
follow up, The Jews of
Cornwall.

� To help email
leslielipert@rocketmail.com

Repair ancestors’
Penzance graves

REPAIRS: The Penzance
Jewish cemetery


